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Psychology 5000 Advanced Developmental Psychology
Fall, 2011 Syllabus
Dr. Catherine Deering

Faculty Contact: (678) 466-4830. The best way to contact me is by email at kittydeering@clayton.edu
Office:  Laboratory Annex Building 116A
Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:15 AM-12:15 PM; 2:00-2:30 PM; Wednesdays 11:30 AM-2:30 PM; Thursdays 11:15AM -12:15 PM; 2:00-2:30 PM; and by appointment
Email: kittydeering@clayton.edu
Instructor’s Website: http://a-s.clayton.edu/psychology/faculty/deering.htm
Course Description:   The exploration of seminal theories and theorists of human development, such as Erikson, Piaget, Bronfenbrenner, and Vygotsky. Students will learn the distinguishing features of the different theoretical perspectives, and there will be a heavy emphasis on evaluating how these theories influence practice in applied settings. Prerequisites: Acceptance into the M.S. program in Applied Developmental Psychology or Clinical Psychology. 
Class Times: Tues/Thurs. 9:50 AM-11:05 AM G233
Textbook: 
 
Davies, D. (2010) Child development: A practitioner’s guide. 3rd. Ed., NY: Guilford Press.
Course Objectives: By the end of this course, the student should be able to:

1. Analyze and apply developmental theories to practice situations with children.
2. Explore the influence of attachment as a major context for human development.
3. Analyze research findings regarding risk factors for child psychopathology, and examine ways to promote resilience.

4. Evaluate current research in child development related to applied settings, including preventive and interventional approaches. 

5. Consider how current research findings in child development can inform policy decisions to promote the mental health of children and adolescents. 

Learning Outcomes: The following are the 5 learning outcomes for M.S. Program in Applied Developmental Psychology Program. The italicized outcomes are the ones that will be addressed in PSYC 5000. 
· Demonstrate an understanding of the major theoretical perspectives on child and adolescent development and how these differing perspectives can be used to develop and guide interventions and services for diverse populations of children and adolescents.

· Understand and apply the ethical standards set forth by the American Psychological Association, especially those ethical guidelines pertaining to contact with minors.

· Demonstrate knowledge of the major domains of development and both the biological foundations for and environmental influences on development within these domains.
· Demonstrate knowledge of the major contexts for development (e.g. family, educational, community, and legal systems) as well as how programmatic and policy decisions can both favorably and adversely impact the functioning of these systems and the children within them.

· Apply knowledge of methodological strategies for assessing child and adolescent development and the programs that serve them.

· Demonstrate proficiency in both written and oral communication, particularly regarding the implications of research findings to relevant audiences.

Course Requirements:

1. Midterm Exam (20% of grade)
2. Final Exam (20% of grade)
3. Research Article Presentation (15% of grade)
4. Special Topics in Applied Developmental Psychology Presentation (15% of grade)

5. Mother-Child Interview and Analysis (20% of grade)
6. Class Participation (10% of grade)
Exams: There will be a midterm exam and a cumulative final exam in this course. The exams will be short answer and essay format. The material will cover the readings, as well as components of the class discussions and presentations. 

Class Participation: In a graduate course, you are expected to be an active participant in every class discussion. The quality of the discussion is dependent on each student reading all assigned materials and coming to class ready to comment on what you have read. Of course, if you are absent you cannot participate. Students will be allowed one unexcused absence in this course. After that, each absence will result in a letter grade deduction in the class participation grade (e.g., one absence= 90% maximum grade; two absences= 80% maximum grade, etc.). Lateness or leaving early are disruptive to the class and detract from participation. Each instance of lateness or leaving early will result in a 5 point deduction from the class participation grade.  In addition, students will be evaluated on the quality of their participation. This part of the grade is more subjective, and based on my analysis of how substantive your comments are and whether or not your comments reflect thorough understanding and analysis of the readings. Opinions are important and welcomed, but they are not sufficient to earn a strong grade in class participation. Evaluation, application, and critical thinking about the readings are the most important indicators of high quality class participation. Class attendance rates set the limits on the maximum class participation grades. After those grades are determined, additional points will be deducted based on the quality of your class participation. In order to be excused from class, you must contact me before class and provide written documentation that is evidence of a compelling emergency. 
Research Article Presentation: Evaluating current research findings and examining methods for intervening with at risk youth and families are important outcomes of this course and your masters degree program. Reading and understanding the methods and results of developmental studies takes time and repeated exposure to the literature. In this course, you will be required to present a research study listed in the course schedule. These presentations will be 15 minutes in length and should include a summary of the purpose, hypotheses, methods (sample characteristics, measures, data analysis procedures), results, conclusions, and limitations. Reading from the article is not allowed; you are expected to understand the details of the study and present it in your own words.  Most importantly, after summarizing the study, you will raise questions for the class regarding the implications for the study (why it is important), and what the next steps should be in this line of research. You will be evaluated by both me and your peers. 
Special Topics in Applied Developmental Psychology Presentation: During this course, we will be examining a number of topics that are of particular interest and relevance to masters level practitioners in culturally diverse applied settings. To examine these issues, we will read research studies that address these often controversial topics. Students will work in pairs to develop a 30 minute presentation that will summarize the assigned research study or studies. In addition each student pair will find and present another research study that addresses a different dimension or perspective on the same topic. After presenting the studies, the student pair will present their own critical analysis and synthesis of these findings and present their own concluding thoughts. Students will hand in a copy of their own identified study on the day of the presentation. You will be evaluated by both me and your peers. 
Mother-Child Interview and Analysis: To apply the concepts examined in this course, you will be conducting an interview of a mother in her home environment, where you can observe her interactions with a child aged up to 2 years old. You will be asking specific questions about the child’s developmental history, evaluating the child’s temperament and behavior, assessing the quality of the home environment, and identifying strengths and risk factors for the mother-child dyad. Particular attention will be paid to the quality of the attachment between the mother and child. You will write up the results of this interview and follow this with an analysis of your findings, using concepts from the course readings. More detailed instructions will be provided later in the course. 

Course Policies: Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/foreword.htm and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities. 
USE OF LAPTOP COMPUTERS DURING THIS CLASS (EVEN TO TAKE NOTES) IS NOT ALLOWED unless the student has documentation from the Disability Services Office indicating the need.

Attendance: Attendance is necessary in order to maintain a good grade in this course.  Students are responsible for all material presented in class, which includes material that is not found in the textbook. The professor cannot supply notes to students who miss class.  If you must miss a class, you are responsible for asking another student to fill you in on what occurred in class.  
Disruption of the Learning Environment: CSU policies for disruptive student behavior may be found at http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm  
Computer Skill Prerequisites: Students must be able to use all aspects of GeorgiaVIEW, the WindowsTM operating system; and send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM .
Laptop Computer Access: Each CCSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student’s academic program. See http://itpchoice.clayton.edu  Students will not be using laptop computers in the classroom for this course.

Mid-term Progress Report: The mid-term grade in this course reflects approximately 25% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar.  The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is Friday, October 7, 2011.
Cheating: Students are expected to abide by the policies in the CCSU college catalog. Students are to do their own work unless an assignment is clearly designated as a group and/or collaborative activity.  Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a grade of zero for the assignment, which may result in a failing grade for the course. Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved and NO CELL PHONES ARE TO BE USED DURING TESTS: this will be considered cheating will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs.   Judicial procedures: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/
Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 225, 770-961-3719, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu.
