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TLC of Analgesic Drugs Pre-lab Questions
Name: ____________________________________________

Date: _______________________

1. (1 point) Could the Rf value of a component be greater than 1.0? Explain.
2. (1 point) The term “develop” as applied to TLC means to:

a. spot the samples on the TLC plate
b. allow the mobile phase to move up the TLC plate using capillary action.
c. visual the components on the plate.
d. measure and determine the Rf value for each component in the mixture.
3. (1 point) If the spots at the origin are not placed above the level of the solvent in the development chamber,

a. the components will move up the plate as usual.
b. the components will dissolve in the solvent pool and not move up the plate.
c. the components will all have the same Rf value.
d. the components will all move with the solvent front.
4. (2 points) Label the origin and the solvent front on the TLC plate below.  Then, determine the Rf values for Compounds A and B.  Show your work clearly.
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