HOW TO EARN AN "A" GRADE IN ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

(Adopted from: http://www.cm.utexas.edu/academic/courses/Spring1997/CH610A/gilbert/syllabus/success.html)

Organic Chemistry is a demanding course, but it is not impossible. Many students have survived the experience; some have even enjoyed it! Mastery of organic chemistry requires that you attend all classes and do all of the assigned homework on time; cramming is difficult, rarely works, and costs something precious that you can never recover - sleep. Keep up! 

Take careful notes. Record the lectures and listen to them again as you review your notes after class. Make a special notation in your lecture notes whenever I comment that some principle or fact is important; it is, and there is an excellent chance you will see it again (guess where?). Although anything in the book or the lectures is fair game for an exam, the emphasis will be from the material presented in class and the corresponding assigned problems. Some exam problems may be very closely related to those on the homework! 

After reading each chapter and reviewing the corresponding lecture notes, outline the important concepts; be sure you understand them. Summarize the important reactions and be sure you understand the mechanism and the principles associated with each. Organize the material so it makes sense to you. Keep up! 

Try to work problems first without consulting the answers. If you want to optimize your chances for receiving a good grade, you will rework all problems several times, especially those that gave you difficulty the first time. Put a check by those you need to come back to and ask about them during office hours if you remain confused. Remember I have been where you are, and I think I know what problems are likely to be difficult; the concepts associated with such problems have an annoying habit of popping up on exams! Before each test you should be able to solve by inspection the homework problems and ones related to them. For additional practice, work all of the problems in the book and online. Work the problems on old exams and from other textbooks. Keep up! 

Understand the answers to the problems and relate the new ideas and concepts to those you have learned. Although there are some things like nomenclature that simply have to be memorized, you must understand the fundamental principles, such as electron rich species (bases) attack electron deficient species (acids) and electronic and steric effects. The more you understand, the less you have to memorize. The key to success is to drill until you have mastered the principles and concepts. If you feel you must memorize, repeated drilling is also important. Remember, if you memorize something and then forget it in the panic-state exams typically induce, you are lost. If you understand concepts, you can figure out the answer should your memory fail. 

If you do not understand something, ask a question, and I will try to clarify the point for you. Remember, if you do not understand, it is likely that others are in the same boat so do them a favor and ask. There is only one stupid question that is possible in this course, and that is "Do we have to know ----?" The answer to this question is always YES! 

And finally, KEEP UP! New material builds on old like a snowball, even an avalanche. Get behind and kiss your "A" goodbye.

