Leading a Discussion of a Research Paper
Burnett, Biology Seminar 2008

Worth 25 points

Each student will be assigned a speaker to host.  You will be placed in team of about 12 students per group.  The week before the speaker comes to campus we will discuss material provided by the speaker to help us prepare for his/her presentation.  The hosting team will be responsible for running the discussion, which will include the following:

1. Having thoroughly read and understood the material – you will probably want to meet with Dr. Burnett as a group to make sure that everyone understands the material.  If the discussion session goes poorly, it will affect everyone’s grade for this portion of the assignment.

2. Preparing a list of topics to be discussed, which could be conducted using directed questions, group or individual activities, etc.  Again, working with Dr. Burnett on this is probably a good idea.  This information should be developed as a group, typed up, and presented to Dr. Burnett on the day of the discussion for grading.

3. Efficiently running the discussion - this means you will need to control your classmates so that they are actually discussing the material and not just having random conversations.
4. Working well with your group members – if you do not work well with them, you may lose points for this assignment.

