Chemistry 1152 Laboratory Pre-lab Lecture

Reactions of Hydrocarbons


I can offer you some tips to make your laboratory experience a little more pleasant.


The first procedure is trying to save you some time.  The tests we are conducting are very qualitative, not quantitative.  When we say use 2 ml or 5 ml of a substance, much time can be wasted by actually measuring these out.  Rather, put 2 ml of water into a test tube and visually note the level or height of the liquid.  Now simply use about this much substance when ask for in this lab.  This will save you some time.


Be careful with the combustions.  They burn.  Do it in the hood with the recommended amounts. Be sure to clean the dishes.  There is a limited supply of dishes for this part of the lab, your group only needs one.  Clean it in between trials.  This leaves enough dished for everyone.


Acetylene also needs caution.  Follow directions carefully and listen to the instructor’s instructions in the lab.  You may leave the beaker of water in the hood.  I will clean it up.  I want to be sure all of the gas is gone before we dump it down the drain or bring it into the lab out of the hood.  You clean all of your other dishes.  

