Chemistry 1152 Laboratory Pre-lab Lecture

Caffiene


First we extract the caffeine from tea.  Other beverages work, but tea seems to work the best with the least amount of trouble.  You may bring in your own tea sample, but be sure it is not decaffeinated.


Mix the solvent well with the tea, but you must use a gentle rocking motion so it does not mix rapidly as it will develop an emulsion which will be hard to eliminate.  Occasionally, release the pressure through the stopcock, pointing it away from people.  Be sure to keep a finger on the cork at all times so it never gets the chance to fall out.


Remove the cork for the separation process.


If using the hot plates with the ceramic tops, try a setting of 2 for the evaporation, but a setting of 4 or 5 for the sublimation.


Careful with the KClO3.  Pay attention to all of the cautions offered in the lab.  
