BIOL1108L – Fall 2009 – Hypothesis Worksheet – 5 points
Name: _________________________________________________________
Answer the following questions about hypothesis development.  You are to work on this assignment ALONE – no collaboration with others is permitted.  Students who collaborate will receive a zero and a referral for academic misconduct.  This assignment is due at the beginning of lab next week.

1. You examine the distribution of a particular species of plants and find that it is common in the Southeastern US, but that it is rare in any other part of the US.  Propose two different scientific hypotheses that could help explain this observation and give one prediction that you would make based on each hypothesis.  There is no set answer you must provide, but the hypotheses and predictions should meet the criteria discussed in the handout.  Feel free to spend some time doing research on what plants need to grow successfully – it is not uncommon for a scientist to spend extensive amounts of time on background research before developing hypotheses.



a. Hypothesis 1

b. Prediction from hypothesis 1

c. Hypothesis 2

d. Prediction from hypothesis 2
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