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Selected Topics in the Humanities Honors Seminar (The 18th Century)
HUMN 4800-88725
Fall 2011
MWF 2:00 PM – 2:50 PM, G131 
FULL SYLLABUS IS ON GEORGIA VIEW.
Instructor: Adam L. Tate, Ph.D.
Office: UC 205
Phone: 678-466-4809
Email: AdamTate@clayton.edu 
Website: http://a-s.clayton.edu/atate/  
Office Hours: Mondays, 3:00-5 PM, Wednesdays, 11:00AM-2 PM
Course Description:

This is a team-taught interdisciplinary Honors seminar in the Enlightenment.  We will read and discuss a variety of texts from the eighteenth century.

Course Learning Outcomes: 

· To familiarize students with Critical Thinking in the context of the Liberal Arts

· To enhance communication skills, oral and written 

· To teach analysis of complex concepts, ideas, and arguments

Texts:

1) Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin and Other Writings  (ISBN: 978-0-142437-60-5)

2) Voltaire, Candide (ISBN: 978-0-143039-42-6)

3) All readings from the Encyclopédie are available at http://quod.lib.umich.edu/d/did/. Browse by English title to find the articles listed below. Students should print out the articles and bring them to class for discussion.

4) Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (ISBN: 978-0-199539-02-4)

5) Thomas Paine, Common Sense, The Rights of Man, and other Essential Writings (ISBN: 978-0-451528-89-6)

Note:

There are four instructors for the course: Dr. Tate, Dr. Joe Johnson, Dr. Carol White, and Dr. Kathryn Pratt-Russell.  Dr. Tate is the primary instructor for the course.  He will grade your papers and lead discussions of two of the texts.  Dr. Tate will be in class daily and participate in the discussions.  Each of the instructors is welcome at any time in the class.  They will participate in discussions while they are in attendance.  Be prepared!
Assignments:

There will be 11 quizzes, five papers, and a participation grade.

The evaluation will be as such:
Paper 1: 15%
Paper 2: 15%
Paper 3: 15%
Paper 4: 15%
Paper 5: 15%
Quizzes: 15% (I will drop your lowest 4 of the 11)
Discussion: 10%

The Grading Scale is:

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
70-79 = C
60-69 = D
Below 60 = F

Schedule of Classes

Week 1
Monday, August 15 – Introduction to the Course (All 4 faculty members are present)

Wednesday, August 17 – Introduction to the Enlightenment (lecture by Dr. White)

Dr. Adam Tate (Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin)

Friday, August 19 – Introduction to Benjamin Franklin (lecture by Dr. Tate)

Week 2
Monday, August 22 – Autobiography, 1-43

Wednesday, August 24 – Reading quiz on Franklin (1-62); Autobiography, 43-62.

Friday, August 26 -- Autobiography, 62-85

Week 3

Monday, August 29 -- Autobiography, 85-141

Wednesday, August 31 – Reading quiz on Franklin; 62-169; Autobiography, 141-169

September 2 -- Autobiography, 169-191.

Dr. Joe Johnson (Voltaire, Candide)
Week 4 
Monday, September 5 – Labor Day holiday

Wednesday, September 7 – Paper due on Franklin—Introduction to Voltaire and Candide (lecture by Dr. Johnson), read page i (first page after the inside cover flap) and the “Chronology,” on pages vii-x.

Friday, September 9 – Candide,  “A Note on Names,” pp. xxxvi-xxxvii and chapters 1-4

Week 5

Monday, September 12 – Reading quiz on Candide, chapters 5-9

Wednesday, September 14 – Candide, chapters 10-13

Friday, September 16 – Candide, chapters 14-17

Week 6

Monday, September 19 – Reading quiz on Candide, chapters 18-21

Wednesday, September 21 – Candide, chapters 22-25

Friday, September 23 – Candide, chapters 26-30

Dr. Carol White (Selections from the Encyclopedie)

Week 7
Monday, September 26 – Introduction to the Encyclopédie (Lecture by Dr. White); discussion of Jean Le Rond d’Alembert’s “Introduction to the Encyclopedia” (Reading available as a PDF on GeorgiaVIEW)  Paper due on Candide
Wednesday, September 28 – Quiz on articles for 9/28; Encyclopédie articles: Natural Rights, Tolerance, and Intolerance (Whalen translation)

Friday, September 30 – Encyclopédie articles: Intolerant Man, Fanaticism, Prejudice, Inquisition, and Jew

Week 8
Monday, October 3 – Encyclopédie articles: Worship, Priests, Cowl, Grey Friars, and Geneva 

Wednesday, October 5 – Quiz on articles for 10/3 and 10/5; Encyclopédie articles: Woman (Anthropology, Ethics and Jurisprudence) and Female Sex

Friday, October 7 – Encyclopédie articles:  Modesty (Pudeur, not Modestie), Virginity, Lesbian, and Sodomy 

Week 9

Monday, October 10 – Encyclopédie articles: Marriage (Jurisprudence and Theology), Wife, and Adultery 

Wednesday, October 12 – Quiz on articles for 10/10 and 10/12; Encyclopédie articles: Humanity (Ethics), Africa, Angola, Negro, Negroes, Negroes (Trade), and Mulatto

Friday, October 14 – Encyclopédie articles: America, Canada, Canadians, Hurons, and Inca

Dr. Kathryn Pratt Russell (Burke and selections from Romantic poetry)

Week 10

Monday, October 17 Reflections 3-40; Paper due on Encyclopedie

Wednesday, October 19 Reflections 3-40 reading quiz; Reflections 40-78

Friday, October 21 Readings from Thomas Gray’s “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” (1742-50) and William Cowper’s The Task (1785)

Week 11

Monday, October 24 Reflections 78-125

Wednesday, October 26 Reflections 78-125 reading quiz; Reflections 125-151

Friday, October 28 Readings from William Wordsworth, Lyrical Ballads (1798)

Week 12

Monday, October 31 Reflections 151-196 and a reading quiz on these pages

Wednesday, November 2 Readings from Lord Byron, Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage (1812-18)

Friday, November 4 Reflections 196 to end.

Dr. Adam Tate (Selections from Thomas Paine)

Week 13

Monday, November 7 – Lecture on Thomas Paine; Paper due on Burke and Romantic Poetry

Wednesday, November 9 – Common Sense, pgs. 3-52; Reading Quiz on Common Sense

Friday, November 11 – Discussion, Common Sense, pgs. 3-52

Week 14

Monday, November 14 – Paine, The Rights of Man, 129-216

Wednesday, November 16 – Reading Quiz on The Rights of Man, 129-216

Friday, November 18 -- Paine, The Rights of Man, 217-256

Week 15 (Thanksgiving week)

Monday, November 21 -- Paine, The Rights of Man, 257-294

Week 16

Monday, November 28 – Paine, The Rights of Man, 294-350; Quiz on Paine, The Rights of Man, 217-350
Wednesday, November 30 -- All Faculty discussion

Friday, December 2 -- All Faculty discussion
Final Exam – TBA – Paper on Thomas Paine due
