UNIT III: China, India, Mexico, Nigeria, Iran

Unit III covers the nations of India, Mexico, Nigeria and Iran; these are for the in-class portion of Test III, which is worth 100 points (December 10, 2009). The take-home section counts 50 points and all questions are taken from the readings on China. 

                                                     Take Home Exercise

1. In China the 19th century is often called the “Century of Humiliation.”  Briefly trace the history of foreign intervention into China from the Opium War to the Boxer Rebellion and explain why it is called the century of humiliation. (10 points)
2. Explain the situation involving the communists and the nationalists which led to the Chinese Civil War. Who were Mao Zedong (Mao Tse-tung) and Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek)?  (10 points)

3. In present day China, what is the role of the Party and the Government as to the ultimate source of power? What role does the PLA (the military) play in politics? (10 points)
Question 4 is worth 10 points; answer either 4a or 4b (not both):

              4a. Compare the reforms in the Soviet Union under Gorbachev with the “reforms” in China in the post Mao era (deal with political and economic areas.)

               4b. Explain the situation which existed after 1949 with Taiwan and Mainland China concerning diplomatic recognition by the United Nations and the United States. Which is recognized today as the legal government of China by the United States and the UN?
Question 5 is worth 10 points; answer either question 5a, 5b or 5c (do only one):

              5a. The author refers to China and says “it only looks capitalist…”  (p. 430) By a standard definition is China’s economy capitalist or should it be called something else? Have they found a “middle way?”
                5b. China, as you know from the exercise in Unit I, ranks “not free” on the Freedom House index.  If China is an authoritarian, repressive government how is it that the United States has such a seemingly good relationship with it? Both Republican and Democratic leaders criticize the Chinese government when they are out of power; as soon as a party wins the White House it seems that they become unconcerned with Chinese repression of its citizens. Why is this?
                 5c. In your opinion will China make a transition over the next decade to political democracy?  Give several reasons you believe that will or will not “improve” its political system (most Americans assume that to improve means to look more like us.)

Optional Extra-Credit (points vary). You may do either or both:
1. The author states (p. 439):  “With a faulty and foolish financial system, China’s growth is threatened. Like America, China has a debt bomb ticking away.”

Analyze China’s “debt bomb” and compare it to ours. Is their system in long term trouble?

2. Who exactly are the Uighurs?  Report on the situation in Xinjiang Province last summer (and historically.) What were the issues, the position of the Chinese government, etc?

                                  Review for Test III

Chapter 29 covers India in the usual order, impact of the past, etc.

Make sure that you are clear on the partition of India into two, and then three, separate nations. (See chapter 29 and the comparison on p. 473).  When the British left India in 1947 it was divided into two nations in the (futile) hope of avoiding political/sectarian violence between Hindus and Moslems. India was assumed to be the home of the Hindu majority and West and East Pakistan (one nation although geographically divided) was to be the home of Muslims. The largest Islamic populations were across the northern tier of India, hence the areas of West and East Pakistan as majority Moslem.
In 1971 East Pakistan broke with West Pakistan, gained its independence and renamed itself Bangladesh. With East Pakistan gone, West Pakistan simply became Pakistan. As noted in the text, India and Pakistan fought three wars over several issues including the Kashmir. Both possess nuclear weapons.

p. 447 – Hinduism, caste, Buddhism

p. 448 – sultanate, Mughal

p. 449 – maharajah, Raj, subcontinent 

p. 449 – “Britain destroyed Indian industry.”  This is still an issue of contention against the British in India. The British intentionally de-industrialized India as part of the so-called center-periphery thesis. The assumption was that the colonial power was the center and thus the manufacturing hub of the empire. India was the periphery, not allowed to produce its own manufactured products (and the higher wages that went with that.)  The colonies were to send raw materials to England, which would manufacture industrial goods and export them to India.
p. 450 – do not memorize the political eras         p. 450 – Congress, Muslim League

p.451 – Gandhi

pp. 453 – 458: Under the key institutions, India is a parliamentary democracy with its own nuances. Know the terms People’s Assembly for the lower, more powerful house and Council of States for the upper house which represents the states. Note that the PM, Singh, came out of the upper house (rare in India and unheard of in some parliamentary systems.)
          p. 454 – PM Manmohan Singh of the Congress Party. In May 2009, the Congress Party won most seats and re-appointed Singh for another term. As in the 2004 elections, the BJP came in second.

pp. 457-458: India is federalist and has a Supreme Court whose powers resemble the US Supreme Court more than the British equivalent.

p. 458 – Hindi (the national language of India, although English is widely spoken, especially among the urban and better educated.)

pp. 459 – 462: religion and caste in India

p. 463 – PM Indira Gandhi’s state of emergency. Note that, contrary to what most Americans assume, Indira Gandhi was not the daughter of Mohandas Gandhi. She was the daughter of Nehru, India’s first PM after independence.

              Gandhi was the moral and spiritual leader of the Congress party and the Indian independence movement; he had no political aspirations. Nehru was the practical politician who was PM until his death in 1964. Like Konrad Adenauer in West Germany and certainly George Washington in the US, Nehru would become a role model for future PMs.

p. 466 – rupee            Kashmir, the only majority Moslem state in India and an issue 

                                   confrontation  between India and Pakistan.

p. 473 – comparison of India and Pakistan, with India as more democratic since independence and Pakistan often ruled by the military. Book lists Pervez Musharraf  as military ruler in Pakistan; he has since been replaced by President Asif Alil Zardari.

                             p. 473 – sharia

NOTE: Pakistan has a long border with Afghanistan and it has long been assumed/thought that Osama Bin Laden has been hiding in the lawless, mountainous area between Pakistan and Afghanistan.  The government of Pakistan actually backed the Taliban when they took power in Afghanistan (remember that Pakistan always sees it greatest threat as coming from its larger, more powerful neighbor India.)
In July 2009, Secretary of State Clinton during a visit to India said that those who had planned the 9/11 attacks were “sheltering” in Pakistan. The Pakistani Foreign Ministry issued an immediate rebuttal. The US maintained in a later statement that the Afghan Taliban leader, Mullah Muhammad Omar, leads an inner circle of commanders who guide the war in southern Afghanistan from a base in Pakistan. (New York Times, 7/22/09)

Chapter 30 deals with Mexico, a nation undergoing significant changes and challenges to its system.

In the introduction, impact of the past, do not bog down in details of each and every name mentioned. When the Spaniards conquered the last of the Mesoamerican empires, (the Aztecs), smallpox plus superior weapons decimated the indigenous population and resulted in three centuries of Spanish rule. This led to the conversion of the nation to Catholicism and the system which in ways resembled the caste system of India. The pecking order under Spanish rule:
        Peninsulares: Spaniards born in Spain, who came to Mexico. The top of the pyramid, politically, economically and socially

        Creoles: pure-blooded Spanish born of Spanish parents in Mexico

        Mestizos: mixed heritage between Spanish and indigenous Indians

        Indians: term used for native born, usually laborers and peasants. At the bottom politically, economically and socially

pp. 483 – 485: after independence, the loss of half of country to United States, Diaz dictatorship, demands of citizens, etc. led to Mexican Revolution of 1910-1920. The victorious party eventually morphed into the PRI (p. 485), which dominated Mexico throughout the remainder of the 20th century. Know the PRI.
pp. 485 – 493: The Key Institutions section stresses the traditional domination of the President under PRI rule until the election of 2000. The bicameral legislature (the Congress with the Senate and Chamber of Deputies) has been much weaker and is still seeking a role.

pp. 490 492: the (ex) dominant party system. The PRI (Institutional Revolutionary Party) totally dominated elections and politics until the last decade.  Now the PAN (National Action Party) has won the last two Presidential elections with Calderon to serve until 2012.  Do not try to memorize all the pat Presidents mentioned.

p. 492 – Mexico is federalist based on the US model. Mexico has 31 states, each with its own Governor and legislature. Its capital is the Federal District (the DF) just as the US capital is DC.
p. 494 – do not worry about the “Political Eras.”

pp. 496 497: read, but do not bog down in the “imported ideologies.” 

p. 501 – peso                   role of Catholic Church in Mexican politics
NOTE: Of the world’s practicing Catholics, the majority are in Latin America, but the Church hierarchy has been dominated for centuries by the Europeans with Italian and lately Polish and German Popes (but none from Latin America).

Remaining issues for Mexico and ultimately of concern to the United States:

p. 502 – crime: high crime rate, police involvement, influence over politicians, etc.
p. 503 – population (growth has slowed recently) and job shortage

p. 506 – NAFTA and globalization (author argues that China is the dominant global actor now)

p. 507 – drugs, smuggling and crime issue. Drug-related crime in Mexico has increased even since this book was published with border cities such as Juarez experiencing gun battles between narco-gangs and federal troops. Mexican gangs operate in major US cities.  NOTE: the issue of at least marijuana legalization is again being debated in some US states. Part of the reason is to raise tax revenue for cash-strapped states; some argue that it would take much of the incentive for crime out.
pp. 507 – 508: the perennial problem of immigration

Chapter 31 covers Nigeria, the only African nation in the book (there are none from South America). From the impact of the past, the two key points are the division of the nation into a Moslem dominated north and a majority Christian south and, as always, the colonial period under Britain. Do not bog down into the complicated ethnic group situation in Nigeria: Hausa, Fulani, etc.

pp. 512 – 513: the slave trade issue        p. 513 – jihad, sub-Saharan, Sahel

p. 514 – Pay careful attention to the geography of imperialism. Know at least one colonial possession of the various European nations (Belgium, Congo, etc.)

p. 515 – Also very important is the Conference (or Congress) of Berlin which divided up Africa among the European powers

p. 516 – colonialism                     p. 519, pan-Africanism

pp. 519 – 520: independence from the British. WW II a major factor. (DO not concentrate on the political eras on p. 520)

pp. 521 – 524: Key Institutions. The system left by the British (parliamentary system) has become a strong Presidential dominated one. Their federalist system is supposed to calm ethnic tensions by giving most groups an area.

