UNIT I: Pre-test, Chapter 1, United Kingdom

Unit I covers the pre-test, the introduction to comparative politics in chapter 1 and the United Kingdom in chapters 2 – 6.  The first test will be Thursday, September 17 at 9 pm. Each unit is worth 150 points. Forty of those points come from the two take-home exercises below. Turn them in by the night of the first test, either by hard copy or email.
                                        Take-Home Exercise

Question 1 (20 points)

         Go to the Human Development Index and briefly explain its methodology, i.e. how it works. 

Of the top-20 nations, what continent are the majority from?  From what continent are the majority of the bottom-20?

Where does the United States rank?  What nation in the Western Hemisphere ranks the lowest on the HDI?
Where do each of the ten nations in our textbook rank?

Question II (20 points)

         Go to the web site for Freedom House and explain the methodology, i.e. the ranking system and the mathematical scale.

Give the numerical rating for each of the ten nations in the textbook.

Are there any United States allies which rank low on the scale (7,7)?  Who are they, if any? 

Review for test I

The remaining 110 points for test I come from the in-class portion of the test, divided roughly equally between the readings in the text and the pre-test (you have the pre-test and the answers.)  On each of the three in-class tests there will extra credit questions taken from the assigned readings and current news/events which have occurred since the text was published.
The essay question for Test I is to explain how a parliamentary democracy works in practice and how elections are held. (See chapter 3 of the unit on Great Britain under the “key institutions” and/or the pre-test answers sheet.) Know the rest of the questions/answers from the pre-test.
Chapter I introduces the reader to the concept of country and outlines the basic methodology of the text. Always pay attention to the key terms defined within the chapters in bold face type.

In analyzing/comparing nations Roskin begins with the “impact of the past:” a nation’ history and political geography. The text then explains how the key institutions work: make-up of the legislative branch, how the executive woks, role of the courts, etc. 

The section on “political culture” deals with attitudes and beliefs, traditions and symbols. The next section, “patterns of interaction” deals with what is essentially politics: the interaction of political parties, interest groups and bureaucracies. Each unit concludes with “what people quarrel about” and what they most quarrel about is economics, i.e. who get what and who pays for it.
                                      Key Terms/Points

Sovereignty                                                                   Political geography

Diplomatic recognition                                                  Pragmatic

Failed state                                                                     Interest group (v. political party)

Feudalism                                                                       Redistribution

Absolutism                                                                      Secularization

p. 3 – rise of nationalism

p. 6 – democracy and rise in per capita GDP

p. 7 – waves of democracy

p. 11 – social cleavages (class, religion, etc.)

Chapter 2 briefly traces the background/history of Great Britain.  Great Britain is the island with England, plus Scotland and Wales. Note that the United Kingdom includes England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (the Republic of Ireland is a separate, sovereign nation. It, like the UK, is in the European Union, but is not part of the UK).
Exchequer

Magna Carta
p. 22 – the rise of Parliament with Lords and Commons
p. 23 – common law

pp. 23 – 25:  Henry VIII, parliament vs the King

Anglican           Vatican             anticlerical           precedent        republic
p. 26 – rise of the PM  (note that PM means Prime Minister while MP means member of Parliament)

pp. 29 – 30: rise of the welfare state. Text defines welfare state as redistribution of wealth; Europeans more simply define it as using public money (i.e. taxes) to provide for public services. For example, all European nations have some type of national health insurance. We are arguing over that issue now in the U.S. (and have been since President Truman proposed national health care in 1946.)
pp. 28 -29: democratization of Parliament. Reform acts increase the percentage of citizens eligible to vote with women getting the vote in 1918, just ahead of the U.S. 
Chapter 3 explains the key institutions in the British system. Be familiar with the use of certain terms, e.g. “the Crown” which stands for the powers of government in general, not specifically the Monarch(y). 
p. 33 – distinction between “head of state” (in Britain the Queen) and the “chief of government” (the PM and cabinet). In the U.S., of course, the President is both.

p. 34 – statue: defined in text as ordinary law. Better defined as law passed by a legislative body, as opposed to constitutional law.

p. 35 – role of cabinet in UK           Spain as last European monarch with some political 

                                                         power.

MP         junior minister      portfolio     fusion of powers

         (See separate page entitled “European politics” for further explanation)
p. 37 – 41: PM and parliamentary system (essay Q. for Test I) versus Presidential.

No-confidence vote          by-election

Whitehall (essentially the executive branch and bureaucracy)

Westminster (the Parliament building, used to mean the legislative branch)

pp. 41 – 44: Parliament, House of Commons and the role of House of Lords

p. 44 – note that the Law Lords, the five top judges in the British system, sit in Lords. This often called the equivalent of the U.S. Supreme Court, but the Law Lords do not have power of judicial review.

p. 45 – British two-plus party system: Labour (Labor) and Conservative and minor parties.
Chapter 4 deals with British political culture, and this will inevitably involve the touchy issue of social class.
pp. 50 – 51: “public” schools and “Oxbridge.”  Whether social class determines voting behavior has been endlessly studied by academics for some time. Simple answer:  sometimes, it depends, etc. P. 53 points out that a universal trend, including the U.S., is that urban areas tend to vote more leftist than rural areas and vice-versa.

p. 55 – center and periphery issues.

pp. 57 – 58:  Ulster is Northern Ireland, part of the UK (not to be confused with the Republic of Ireland, a separate sovereign nation).  The IRA is the Irish Republican Army, officially outlawed, a Catholic group which wants the British out of Ulster and for Northern Ireland to join with fellow Catholics in Ireland.  Catholics are outnumbered in Ulster by Protestants, most of whom want to remain part of the UK.
       p. 57 – Sinn Fein is the political wing of the IRA and has elected members of  the House of Commons from Ulster.

Orangemen        Eire     anglophile    francophobe

Chapter 5, Patterns of Interaction, discusses the relationship between the people  and political parties. In Britain the Labour and Conservative parties have dominated politics for decades with no other party electing a PM in the modern era.  (p. 64 – The Liberal Democrats want to crash the party.)
p. 62 – Of the 646 seats in Commons, a substantial majority are so-called “safe seats,” with one party almost always winning. (The U.S. House of Representatives also contains a majority of safe seats for either the Democratic or Republican candidate. A MP does not have to live in the parliamentary district they represent.

p. 63 – the 2005 elections: Under the British (and other) parliamentary system, there is no exact date set for the next election. There must be an election to the House of Commons by the five year time limit, but one can be called before that. There will probably be one before the May 2010 deadline.

pp. 66 – 67: parties and interest groups

p. 67 – the Question Hour. You  can see this on CSPAN at times. The cabinet members, and very often the PM, go to Commons and take (very pointed) questions from the opposition party MPs.  In Britain the government cannot escape accountability.

p. 69 – again the Chancellor of the Exchequer.

Chapter 6 delves into the issue of “What Britons Quarrel About,” and that almost always (in any nation, including the U.S.)) begins with the economic situation.

pp. 73 – 74: Two explanations as to why Britain has declined; what caused and is the cure for the “British disease?”  Text discusses the British work (or non-work) attitude. Certainly some would argue that point. The politico-economic approach blames the decline on the ever more expensive welfare state.

               pp. 74 – 75: Former PM Thatcher’s cure.

Note from professor:  Not discussed in the book, but another possible reason could be loss of empire. Remember that as World War II begins in 1939, the British Empire is the largest in the world with colonies in Africa (Kenya, Sudan, Nigeria, etc.), Asia (Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Burma), the Mediterranean (Malta, Gibraltar), still some interests in the Western Hemisphere such as the Falkland Islands and the “Crown Jewel of the British Empire” was India (which until 1947 included current nations of Pakistan and Bangladesh.)  As Britain lost almost all of its colonies after WW II she also lost these nations as locked-in trading partners. These “periphery” nations, which had previously been required to buy their manufactured goods from the “center” began to trade with other nations. (The terms center and periphery are used in comparative politics to refer to urban-rural divisions within nations and to developed and developing nations in the international system.) British manufactured goods had not been forced to compete with many newly emerging economic powers such as Japan.
p. 74 – all the key terms: deindustrialization, etc. 

pp. 75 – deregulation (also U.S. policy in late 20th and early 21st century), entitlement.

pp. 76 – 78: National Health Insurance, the cost of the welfare state compared to others and productivity in selected nations. Note that productivity stresses manufacturing at the expense of the service sector.

p. 78 – some of the PM Blair reforms/projects.

p. 79 – Northern Ireland, 1998 “Good Friday Agreement,” Northern Ireland Assembly reopened.

pp. 79 – 80: racial issues in Britain.

pp. 81 – 84: Britain and the EU. Joined in 1973, but still not on the Euro

pp. 82 – 83:  Devolution in Scotland and Wales (along with Ulster mentioned above.)
