POLS3323/Comparative Politics                      Name ____________________
Pre-test    Fall 2009
Take this pre-test and see how well you do. You are obviously not expected to know all, or most, of these before you take the course.  These questions will be on Test I (Thursday, September 17th) along with the readings from Unit I.
1. The five largest nations in population, largest to smallest, are: 
                  a. 

                   b.

                   c.

                   d. 

                    e.

1a. Name five other nations with over 100 million population:
2. Name the members of the G-8 (Group of 8) –
3. Every nation in the United Nations belongs to the ______________________ where each is equal and receives one vote. 

There are five permanent members of the ____________________________, which handles matters of war and peace, sanctions, etc. The five permanent members are:
4. The top three oil producing nations are _________________, 

__________________, and ____________________. 
5. Name the Leader, whether Prime Minister, President, etc of the following nations:
Russia __________________________  France ________________________

China  ___________________________  UK _________________________
Mexico   ________________________    Afghanistan __________________
6. What was the previous (or historical/traditional) name for the following: 


Sri Lanka____________________
Iran_______________________


Myanmar____________________
Bangladesh__________________


Thailand_____________________
Belize_____________________

7. Of the 20 richest nations in the world (per capita income, standard of living), the majority are from the continent of ______________________.  Of the 20 poorest, the majority are from the continent of _______________________.  

8. In a/an ______________________________ system such as Japan or France the central government has almost all the power.

In a/an _______________________________ system such as The US or Germany, power is shared between the central government and the state (or province) governments.
9. NAFTA stands for:
The three nations in NAFTA are:

10.   NATO stands for: 

11.  Circle the Nations NOT in NATO :
   USA        Germany       Japan       Switzerland        France      UK
12. An electoral system in which political parties get the same percentage of seats in the parliament as they receive in citizen votes is known as 

_________________________________ representation. This, of course, tends to encourage minor parties.   
13. Who/which nation  was the (last) colonial power in:
Burma____________________   Vietnam____________________

Indonesia ______________________  Malaysia__________________
Algeria _______________________  Libya ______________________
14. ____________________  was the colonial power in India.  In 1947-1948, India 

was partitioned into India and _____________________.  In 1971, the new 

nation of ____________________________ was created after independence.  
15.  Who are the so-called “little dragons”, the four Asian nations which have experienced huge growth and economic success in the last two decades? 
16. The largest trading partner of the US is the nation of ________________________.  The US had the  largest trade deficit last year with 

the nation of ____________________________.
17. The largest Islamic nation in population is ________________________.

18. In the last 50 years the Central American nation which has been the most 

democratic has been _________________________ which abolished its army in 1948. 

19.  The nation of Iraq has a majority of ___________________________ in the northern section. They have wanted autonomy for decades.

20. Explain how the Chief Executive (usually called Prime Minister) is selected in a parliamentary democracy such as Great Britain or Japan.
21. Judicial review is used in all political democracies.  True  -  False

