                                                              Comparative Politics

                                                    POLS3323 (On-Line)
                                                           Fall 2009
Professor: Dr Hugh M. Arnold 
Office hours:  From 5 pm until 9 pm on test days; other times by appointment.                                              
Office: Arts & Science Building, 
Email: hugharnold@clayton.edu         Class list serve: POLS3323-90Fall09@lists.clayton.edu
Telephone:  TBA
Internet:  http://a-s.clayton.edu/arnold/
Required Text:

Michael G. Roskin, Countries and Concepts: Politics, Geography, Culture (10th edition), Prentice-Hall, 2009)
Atlas of some type.
Prerequisites: 

a. junior or senior level standing  b. POLS1101   c. HIST2111 or HIST2112

Since this is an upper-level course in the political science major any previous course you have taken in history,  political science or geography should help you in comparative politics. Economics and sociology courses should also be relative in man areas of study.
Description/Course Objectives:

Comparative Politics is an introduction to the comparative approaches for the study of politics, focusing on patterns of development and change in contemporary political systems.  The text covers ten nations in depth in addition to an introductory chapter and an ending chapter on the “lessons of ten countries.”  The pre-test contains information from other nations.  As political science, history and other social science majors, students are encouraged and expected to keep up with current events and international news through several different sources.

COURSE REQUIREMENT: Access to communication between the instructor and students 
will require use of CSU email: The instructor will only respond to CSU email messages from students. 
Go to: http://thehub.clayton.edu and click "Service" for information on configuring your laptop computer 
to comply with CSU IT requirements. You MUST have your laptop computer configured to access 
CSU email. You will need to take your laptop computer to The HUB, located on the ground level of the University 
Center. You should have your computer configured and set up for CSU email BEFORE classes begin, or as soon 
as possible there after. The HUB is located in the University Center, or contact the HUB at 678-466-4357.   
NOTE: This course uses WebCT Vista, accessible through the CSU Swan, 
to view the course syllabus, and exam scores and grades. 

See: on-campus orientation & examination meeting dates later in this syllabus.
 
Attendance Policy: Attendance will be taken each class session. This class will meet on the CSU campus only 4 times. Therefore, it is essential that ALL students attend the course on-campus orientation and take the three examinations. Please make an effort to be on time - once an examination begins you will have only the allotted examination time remaining.
CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.
In selecting an online course approach to learning the course material, you have decided that an independent study approach to this course will work well for you. This class meets on the CSU campus only four times. In an online course you will be learning outside of a traditional college classroom environment. Therefore, truly extraordinary discipline must be exercised. The instructor is available to advise and assist you, but you must study ALL assigned textbook chapters and other assigned course readings in order to succeed. This approach gives you a lot of freedom to study when you choose. However, keep in mind that typically a student must devote approximately 12 hours a week to the assigned readings and subsequent study for each examination to earn a C grade or better. Less time devoted to this course may result in an unsuccessful experience and a lower course grade than desired.
Course Communication: Course Communication will be primarily by means of email. Once the course begins we will be connected to each other by a closed email list serve for the exclusive use of the instructor and students in this class. 
Course Computer Usage: Students will not be requested to bring a computer to class. Students will make regular remote site use of the Internet to access course related email, and course websites as they study required and supplementary materials in preparation for examinations. 
Required Computer Skills: 
· Able to use the Windows operating system 

· Able to use Microsoft Word  processing 

· Able to send and receive CSU e-mail using Outlook or Outlook Express 

· Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 

· Able to use a Web browser. 

IMPORTANT:
YOU MUST ATTEND THE SCHEDULED ON-CAMPUS COURSE ORIENTATION SESSION 
OR YOU MAY BE DROPPED FROM THE COURSE AS A "NO SHOW AND ASSIGNED A "W" ON THE DUCK. 
CHECK YOUR CSU E-MAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS THROUGHOUT THE COURSE.
Format: Class will meet four times on campus for orientation, and three examinations. You must attend the orientation and take all three examinations to pass the course. Of course, you may e mail me at any time with your questions, using the course closed list serve; See the end of this syllabus for e mail information, the class room number and course orientation, and review and examination session dates and times. I prefer email to voicemail as it allows for a more detailed response.

Important:  Because time on exam days will allow for only a few last minute questions before the exam begins,  I hope you will email me frequently with your study questions as you prepare for each examination. For email related computer problems, go to the HUB, or contact the HUB help desk at 678-466--HELP.
Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook.
Click on this link  to read the Clayton State University
 Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities Statement.
The instructor and students will treat each other with the proper respect at all times.
Children are NOT permitted in any CSU classroom under any circumstances, 
nor may they be left unattended anywhere on the campus.
Please turn your cell phone to "vibrate" or turn it off during class.
There will be no talking among students during an examination.
Cheating will not be tolerated and will be dealt with in keeping with the CSU Conduct Code
Civic Engagement: 
Civic Engagement at Clayton State University is defined as an intentional learning experience that contributes to a student’s understanding of social and civic responsibility, community leadership, and service to a diverse, democratic society. Civic Engagement outcomes are located at the Political Science Program website: 
http://a-s.clayton.edu/politicalscience/default.htm
Political Science Degree Program Outcomes and Assessments: 
Outcomes: Graduating political science majors should 
       Apply concepts related to the structures and principles of the U.S. Constitution to historical and current politics.
       Explain and criticize U.S. political institutions and processes.
       Define and distinguish how aspects of the Georgia Constitution and government differ from the U.S. Constitution and government.
       Assess and compare how other national political systems and   international political organizations differ from the U.S. political system and recognize the importance of political geography. 
       Research and compose a project report in a subfield of political science.

       Successfully complete a political science related internship.     

Assessments:
       POLS 1101 pre and post assessment surveys & geography tests
 
       POLS 4490/POLS 4491 Internship/Practicum Site Supervisor Evaluation
 
       POLS 4500 Senior Seminar research paper
 
       POLS 4500 Senior Political Science Program Exit Survey
 
       ETS Political Science Field Test taken by graduating seniors
GRADING: Course will be divided into three separate units, each worth 150 points for a total of 450 points for the course. The 150 points come from the in-class on-campus test and a take-home assignment for each unit. The three units:
     Unit I:  150 points (110 points for in-class exam and 40 points for research exercise due night of test I, September 17)

     Unit II:  150 points (100 points for in-class exam and 50 points for essay due night of test II, October 15)

     Unit III:  150 points (100 points for in-class exam and 50 points for essay due night of test III, December 10)

               400 points and above          A

                350 - 399 points                   B
                300 - 349 points                   C

                 250 – 299 points                  D
The Course Outline/Syllabus below will have the specific reading assignments for each unit and the take-home exercises. We will discuss the grading procedures at orientation in greater detail and answer any questions.

The tests themselves will be a combination of definitions, short-answers, some fill-in-the-blanks as well as objective questions. If there is an essay question the topic will be given to you in advance.     
Midterm Grades: A course midterm grade will be posted on the DUCK by midterm each semester. The midterm grade will only reflect work completed to the middle of the semester - one of the three required examinations, approximately 33% of information included in examinations. If you have questions please contact the instructor.
NOTE: Exams will be returned to students as soon as possible after each test.  The tests are not scantron and therefore take somewhat longer to grade. When the tests are returned to you they have been recorded and are yours to keep for further reference. Please feel free to either ask questions via email or to come by and discuss the test with the instructor after they have been returned.
NOTE: This course uses WebCT Vista, accessible through the CSU Swan, 
to view the course syllabus, and exam scores and grades. 
Withdrawals and Incompletes: Students may wish to review college policy regarding course withdrawals and incompletes in the CSU catalog. Do not hesitate to speak with me, or your advisor, if you need information relating to course withdrawals/deadlines or incompletes.
The Fall Semester 2009 deadline to withdraw from a Full Session course without possible academic accountability is Friday, October 9th. 
Disabilities: Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu. 
Regents Testing: The University System of Georgia requires that each student receiving a degree must have successfully demonstrated competence in reading comprehension and writing by passing two courses:  Regents Writing Skills RGTE 0199 and Regents’ Reading Skills RGTE 0198.  Students satisfy these course requirements through examination.  The University System of Georgia Regents Tests are administered each semester by the CSU Testing Center. Testing dates and registration procedures are listed each semester in the Class Schedule on the DUCK. Please contact your academic advisory or the Testing Center for more information.   
                        Students must abide by policies in the CSU Catalog & Student Handbook
                                          COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Orientation: Thursday night, August 20 at 9 pm.

UNIT I: Reading assignment, chapter I (introduction) and chapters 2 – 6 (Great Britain) from Roskin text.  Pre-test (and answers).
              Test I will be Thursday, September 17 at 9 pm. The in-class portion of test I counts 110 points. Approximately half of the questions will come from the pre-test; you have the test and the answers. The other half will come from the chapters on Great Britain from the textbook. Pay attention to the more detailed discussion of key points from the chapters in the section entitled UNIT I. The explanation for the take-home exercise is also explained there.
              The 40 point take-home exercise is due the night of the exam either via email or hard copy the night of the test. You are to use the sites for the Human Development Index and Freedom House (see UNIT I explanation.)

UNIT II:  Reading assignment, chapter 17 (European Union), chapter 18 (Japan), and chapters 19 – 23 (Russia) from Roskin text.

                 Chapters 7 – 11 (France) and chapters 12 – 16 (Germany) are to be used for the take-home essays.

                  Test II will be Thursday, October 15 at 9 pm. The in-class portion of the test counts 100 points and all questions will come from the textbook chapters on the European Union, Japan and Russia. The remaining 50 points will come from the essays on France and Germany to be turned in the night of test II via either email or hard copy. UNIT II explanation contains the specific questions to be answered on France and Germany.
UNIT III:  Reading assignment, chapter 29 (India), chapter 30 (Mexico), chapter 31 (Nigeria) and chapter 32 (Iran) from the Roskin text.

                   Chapters 24 – 28 are to be used for the take-home essays on China.

                    Test III will be Thursday, December 10 at 9 pm. The in-class portion of the test counts 100 points and all questions will come from the textbook chapters on India, Mexico, Nigeria and Iran.  The remaining 50 points will come from the essay questions on China to be turned in the night of test III.  UNIT III explanation contains the specific questions to be answered on China.

