Answers Pre-test, Fall09

1. World population is 6.7 billion as of mid-2009

1. China  1.32 billion        2. India  1.15 billion        3. USA  305 million

4.  Indonesia         240 million

5. Brazil                 195   “

6. Pakistan             173   “

7.  Nigeria               148   “

8.  Bangladesh        148    “

9. Russia                  142    “

10.  Japan                 127    “

11.  Mexico                108     “   

2. USA, Canada, Japan, Germany, United Kingdom, France, Italy and Russia.

(Representative from European Union also attends, but cannot chair)

3. General Assembly                   Security Council ( USA, Russia, China, UK, France)

4. Top three for years have been Saudi Arabia, USA and Russia.
5. Russia:  Dmitri Medvedev is now President of Russia. Prime Minister is Vladimir Putin and there is the assumption that the PM is the real power in the Russian executive branch.

France: Nicolas Sarkozy

China:  Hu Jintao

UK:  Gordon Brown

Mexico:  Felipe Calderon

Afghanistan:  Harmid Karzai

6.  Sri Lanka       Ceylon

     Myanmar         Burma

     Thailand           Siam

      Iran                   Persia

      Bangladesh       East Pakistan

      Belize                 British Honduras

7. Richest come from Europe and the majority of poorest from Africa

8.  Unitary          Federalist    (Further explanation at end on these.)
9.NAFTA stands for North American Free Trade Agreement (USA, Canada, Mexico)

10. NATO stands for North Atlantic Treaty organization.  NATO was formed after WW II as an anti-communist, anti-Soviet military alliance. It is still in existence after the collapse of both.

11. NATO includes the US and Canada and most of the nations of Western and Central Europe. Japan is not a member as an Asian nation (but a US ally) and Switzerland as a neutral nation is not a member.

12. proportional   

13. Burma      Britain

       Indonesia     Netherlands (Holland)

        Algeria         France

        Vietnam        France

         Malaysia        Britain

         Libya             Italy  
14.  Great Britain            India was divided into two nations (India and Pakistan, East and West). In 1971 East Pakistan gained its independence from West Pakistan and renamed itself Bangladesh.

15. Hong Kong, Taiwan, South Korea and Singapore

16. Canada, China

17. Indonesia

18. Costa Rica

19. Kurds

20. Parliamentary Democracies
Political democracies will either have presidential systems like the U.S. or parliamentary systems, which is the far most prevalent form.  In a presidential system such as ours we elect a president and a parliament (U.S. Congress) in separate elections.  The result is the U.S. can have one political party control the executive branch and a different political party control the legislative branch.  From January 2001 until the election of 2006 the US had a Republican President and a majority of Republicans in the House and Senate.  After the election of 2006 the Democrats gained a bare majority in the House and Senate with a Republican President. From 1994 to 2000 we had a Democratic President with a Republican Senate and House.  The first George Bush was a Republican with a Democratic House and Senate.

As a result of the 2008 elections, the U.S now has a Democratic President with a majority of Democrats in the House and Senate. The Republicans, of course, hope to win a majority of seats in both chambers in the 2010 election.

Split government (one party control of the executive branch and another with a majority in the legislative branch) is impossible in a parliamentary democracy. In a parliamentary system, the people elect the parliament and the parliament elects one of its own members as the prime Minister.  Whichever party is the majority in Parliament will choose the Prime Minister.  For example, in Britain today the Labor party has the majority in the House of Commons.  Therefore, their leader,  Gordon Brown,  is automatically selected as the Prime Minister.  Almost every country in Western Europe (except France) has some sort of parliamentary system, as does Canada, Japan, Australia, New Zealand,  and India.

There are times when neither party has a majority of seats in the parliament.  In this case, two or more parties must join forces to form a coalition government. It will usually be a major party with minor party participation. A very unusual and interesting case took place in Germany in the fall of 2005. Neither of the two major parties (CDU/CSU – Christian Democrats or the SPD- Social Democrats) had a majority. They formed a “Grand Coalition” with the CDU getting the prime minister’s position, called Chancellor in Germany, and the SPD getting important cabinet positions. (Angela Merkel is the Chancellor.)
There are differences among the various parliamentary democracies in implementation, but all have a system in which the legislature chooses the Chief Executive instead of direct election by the people. In a bicameral parliament (two houses) the lower house will always select the PM.
There are three ways new elections can be called.  In Britain, there must be elections every five years for the House of Commons (terms of office vary from system to system).  In addition, at any time the parliament can vote “No Confidence” in the PM and his government.  This means that new elections will be held and whichever party wins the majority will pick the new PM.  Or, the PM can dissolve parliament at any time- in which case new elections will be held…  In every case, whichever party has the majority of seats in the newly elected Parliament will pick the new PM.

8. Federalist vs unitary systems  (further explanation)
Political democracies can also be classified as unitary, federalist, or as confederations.  In a unitary system the central or national government retains almost all the power.  For example, in Japan, the parliament in Tokyo would make the laws for the entire nation.  No matter where you lived in Japan criminal law would be the same etc.  Usually, small in physical size political democracies will be unitary e.g. Japan, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Norway etc.  

In a federalist system, power is shared between the central government and the state (or province) governments.  The U.S., Canada, Germany, Australia, (and Russia) are federalist systems.  For example, the U.S. some powers belong only to the national government: declare war, sign treaties, coin money etc.  Some powers belong exclusively to the states: marriage laws, property tax laws, gambling laws etc.  In a federalist system some powers are shared: power to tax, criminal law, and even defense functions (there is the U.S. Army for the federal government and each state has its own National Guard).  

In a confederation, the states or local units of government retain most of the power.  The U.S. attempted this under the Articles of Confederation where the thirteen colonies had most of the power and the central government was made intentionally weak.  Switzerland is probably the only true confederation today.  

21. Judicial Review (false – many nations do not allow this)
Judicial review (in the U.S.) is the power of the Supreme Court to interpret the Constitution.  The Supreme Court can declare acts of Congress or the state legislatures unconstitutional.  Some famous examples of Judicial Review: Brown v. Board of Ed., Roe v. Wade.  In very rare cases the Supreme Court has even declared executive actions unconstitutional.  For example, during the Korean War the Supreme Court ruled that President Truman could not force striking steelworkers back to work.  

Judicial review is not always present in the democratic world.  The U.S. has it; Germany and Japan also have it and more European nations are adopting some form of judicial review. The reason Germany and Japan have it is easy to explain- we wrote their constitutions. Some nations such as France have begun to allow their courts to judge the constitutionality of certain legislative acts.
