Political Science 1101

American Government Pre-Test

Dr. Arnold/ Fall2005
This pre-test is designed to help both the student and professor discover how much knowledge is being brought into this course.  It does not count toward your grade and will not be recorded.  Mark your answers to the first 50 questions on the Scantron.

1. Which best describes the US?

a. Unitary system

b. Federalist system

c. Confederation

d. Totalitarian

2. A US Senator serves a ____year term.

a. 2

b. 4

c. 6

d. 8

e. Life

3. A US Representative serves a ____year term.

a. 2

b. 4

c. 6

d. 8

e. Life 

4. Georgia’s Governor today is

a. Zell Miller

b. Andrew Young

c. Roy Barnes

d. Sonny Perdue

e. Guy Milner

5. Georgia’s two US Senators are (pick 2):

a. Newt Gingrich

b. Zell Miller

c. Johnny Isakson
d. Saxby Chambliss

e. Max Cleland

6. Mayor of Atlanta is

a. Andrew Young

b. Shirley Franklin

c. Bill Campbell

d. Maynard Jackson

e.  Michael Lomas

7.  The Senate Majority leader is 

a. Dick Armey

b. Newt Gingrich

c. Bill Frist

d. George Mitchell

e. Trent Lott

8. Speaker of the House of Representatives is

a. Thomas O’Neil

b. Dennis Hastert

c. Newt Gingrich

d. Tom Foley

e. Jim Wright

9. Number of seats in the US House of Representatives

a. 100

b. 250

c. 300

d. 435

e. 538

10. Supreme court decision which first exercised judicial review

a. Marbury vs. Madison

b. Miranda vs. Arizona

c. Roe vs. Wade

d. Gideon vs. Wainwright

e. None of the above

11. Supreme Court decision legalized abortion

a. Marbury vs. Madison

b. Miranda vs. Arizona

c. Roe vs. Wade

d. Gideon vs. Wainwright

e. None of the above

12. In the US the rich citizens tend to vote in higher percentages than do poorer citizens.

a. True

b.    False

13. The President can remove members of Congress from office for bribery.

a. True

b.    False

14. Commander-in-Chief of the US Armed Forces is

a. Secretary of Defense

b. President

c. Chairman of Joint Chief of Staff

d. Secretary of Army

e. Secretary of State

15. The US Presidents since World War II who did not served in combat are Bill Clinton and (pick 2)

a. George Bush 41

b. Kennedy

c. George Bush 43

d. Carter

e. Reagan

16. It is illegal to give money to US congressman under any condition.

a. True

b.    False

17. The __ amendment provides for freedom of religion, of speech, of the press, etc.

a. 1st
b. 2nd
c. 4th
d. 6th
e. 8th
18. The first 10 amendments to the US Constitution are known as

a. Preamble

b. Bill of Rights

c. General Principles

d. States’ Rights

19. The original US Constitution prohibited slavery

a. True   

b.    False

20. The federal supremacy clause is in Article ___of the Constitution.

a. 1

b. 2

c. 4

d. 6

e. 9

21. Under the original US Constitution, it would not have been legal for women to vote.

a. True

b.    False

22. American women got the right to vote in 

a. 1776

b. 1789

c. 1865

d. 1901

e. 1920

23. The branch of government, which controls the purse, i.e., power to tax and spend money.

a. Executive branch

b. Legislative branch (Congress)

c. Judicial branch

d. Pentagon

24. The president who followed Truman was

a. Kennedy

b. Eisenhower

c. Nixon

d. Johnson

e. Roosevelt

25. Nixon was impeached and removed from office.

a. True 

b.     False

26. The Republican Party has generally been more conservative than the Democratic Party.

a. True 

b.     False

27. There are ___ Supreme Court Justices.

a. 7

b. 9

c. 11

d. 12

e. 15

28. The President appoints Supreme Court Justices to office.

a. True

b.    False

29. The ERA was ratified by 1983

a. True  

b.     False

30. Supreme Court decision which established doctrines of “separate but equal”

a. Plessy vs. Ferguson

b. Civil Rights Case of 1913

c. Brown vs. Board of Education

d. U.S. vs. Holmes

e. None of the above

31. Current Secretary of State is

a. Rice
b. Powell

c. Shultz

d. Baker

e. Albright

32. One trillion is

a. 1,000

b. 1,000,000

c. 1,000,000,000

d. 1,000,000,000,000

e. 1,000,000,000,000,000

33. The FY05 federal budget is approximately 

a. $120 billion

b. $400 billion

c. $1 trillion

d. $2.4 trillion

e. $5 trillion

34. The amount of money that the federal government is in the red for one year (i.e., spends more than it takes in) is called the

a. Debt

b. Deficit

c. Shortfall

d. IOU

35. The total amount of money that the federal government owes i.e., the amount which has accumulated over the decades, is called the

a. Debt

b. Deficit

c. Shortfall

d. IOU

36. The biggest expenditure of the federal government is:

a. Defense/ military commitments

b. Foreign aid

c. Welfare

d. Social security/ Medicare

e. Law enforcement/ prisons

37. People born after 1960 will be eligible to collect full social security benefits at age:

a. 62

b. 65

c. 67

d. 70

38. The only Presidents since WWII to decrease the size of the federal government i.e., less people worked for government after they left office (pick two)

a. Johnson

b. Clinton

c. Bush (41)
d. Carter

e. Reagan

39. The largest federal deficit in history was under which President?

a. F.D.R.

b. Reagan

c. Bush 41

d. Clinton

e. Bush 43

40. The largest federal budget surplus came under which President?

a. Carter

b. Eisenhower

c. Reagan

d. Clinton

e. Bush 43

41. Presidential Administration with the most cabinet and sub-cabinet level appointees indicted and convicted of crimes.

a. Nixon

b. Reagan

c. Carter

d. Clinton

e. Bush 43

42. Great Britain and Sweden are both parliamentary democracies

a. True 

b.    False

43. Head of Great Britain today (Prime Minister).

a. Thatcher

b. Churchill

c. Blair

d. Major

44. The Truman doctrine is most associate with 

a. Containment of communism

b. Human rights

c. Foreign aid

d. Trade

e. Oil

45. Chief Justice of the Supreme court

a. Burger

b. Rehnquist

c. Scalia

d. Warren

e. Thomas

46. The largest recipient of US foreign aid is

a. Mexico

b. Kuwait

c. Israel

d. India

e. Egypt

47. After China, the most populous nation on earth is

a. USA

b. Japan

c. India

d. Pakistan

e. Australia

48. US population is:

a. 100 million

b. 220 million

c. 295 million

d. 380 million

e. 460 million

49. World population is:

a. 1.5 billion

b. 4 billion

c. 6.3 billion

d. 8 billion

e. 10.5 billion

50. Which two Presidents were impeached, but not convicted?

a. Jackson

b. Adams

c. Johnson

d. Nixon

e. Clinton

51. The newly appointed, but not yet confirmed, US Supreme Court Justice is:

a. Scalia

b. Thomas

c. Roberts

d. Warren

e. Furlong

52. Who leads the following nation?

Russia __________________  China ________________ Afghanistan _________________ Iraq _____________
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