                                                      POLS3350

                                        International Relations

                                                 Fall 2006
Dr Hugh M Arnold, Clayton State University

International Relations: MW 4:30—5:45 

Office:  A & S 105-C (old G bldg) Department of Social Sciences
Phone:  (678-466-4801) (voice mail)

E-mail:  hugharnold@mail.clayton.edu
Class list-serve:  POLS3350-01Fall06@lists.clayton.edu
Web-site:  http://www.a-s.clayton.edu/arnold
OFFICE HOURS: MWF 9:30—10:30


                  MW 3:00—4:30pm



      Tuesday 9:00—12 noon
 
Required Texts:

Michael G Roskin & Nicholas O Berry,  IR.  The New World of International Relations.  Sixth Edition.  Prentice Hall, 2005.
Atlas, the bookstore sells an excellent edition from Rand McNally, but any will do.

“Foreign Affairs. Article reviews required from this journal, available in Clayton State University  library and on-line.  (You will be emailed a link for a decently priced subscription.)
Prerequisites:  This is a junior level elective in political science with two prerequisites:  POLS1101 and either HIST 2111 or HIST21112.  If you have not had these, or their equivalent, please see the instructor and/or your advisor. Obviously, any upper level history or political science course you have had will be helpful, as all knowledge is cumulative.
Description/Course Objectives:

POLS3350, International Relations, will deal with world politics and selected topics in international relations.  The textbook and the course will cover issues in global politics such as terrorism, US defense policies, weapons of mass destruction, the role of the US in the world, NATO, foreign aid, oil and politics, the ethics of war, human rights and other topics which we decide upon or events dictate.  The course will also deal with nations such as Iraq, North Korea, China, Japan and India and areas of interest/importance such as South America and Africa.
In an international relations course which is designed to deal with contemporary issues in global politics, we, of course, expect to deal with any important situation concerning the US and/or its foreign policy in class.

Accommodations:

To obtain this document in an alternative format and request accommodations, please contact:  Disability Services Coordinator, 770-961-3719, or disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu.

Class Policies/Misc Notes:

Attendance: Attendance will be taken each class session.

CSU Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate these policies to the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in determining grades and upon students' ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or not are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.

In an upper level political science class we expect, or at least hope, that everyone will participate in class discussion and contribute.  Part of your contribution is simply being in class.  

Please turn off cell phones and pagers before class.  Please do not bring food or drinks to class.
Two internet sites that we want make use of (among many) are:

       www.cdi.org.  The site for the Center for Defense Information contains information of defense spending, weapons systems and related issues.

        www.freedomhouse.org.  This site rates all nations in the world on a quantitative scale as to how democratic they are. 
Reading Assignments/Schedule
This syllabus is subject to revision where necessary to achieve course goals or as international events dictate. All suggestions welcomed.

UNIT I                  Introduction, background,            
Chps 1, 2, 21.
                              Pre-test
UNIT II                 Cold War to 1991

            Chps 3, 4, 5, 6.

UNIT III                International Security,
            Chps 12, 13, 14, 15, 22. 


      War and Peace
UNIT IV
       Current Issues

           
Chps 8, 9, 10, 16, 17
Article Review

Each student is required to do article reviews (two) from a current issue of the journal “Foreign Affairs.”  (available in CSU library).

In an article review the reader does two main things:  Summarize the article in some depth giving the author’s major thesis, key points, policy positions, etc.  In the second part, you should critique the article, i.e., was it accurate, fair, biased, etc?
Click here to view pre test
