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Text

Fifty Readings Plus: An Introduction to Philosophy, by Donald C. Abel
Requirements
1. Midterm examination...........................………….............……….........................................................................…………....................20%

2. Final examination..………........………….........………………………………………………………………...………………………20%
3. Homework……..………..……….............……...……………………..................................................................................…………...30%

4. Annotated Bibliography.............................................................................................................................................................................25%

5. Annotated Bibliography Draft.....................................................................................................................................................................5%

Requirements Explained
1. The date of the midterm is 2/20. Your midterm is a set of essay questions to be answered in class. Make sure to bring a Blue Book 
(available at the bookstore). Prior to the exam, I will provide the exam question bank. We will review the questions (two of which will appear on the exam) during the designated review session. Your exam answers should closely follow our discussions of the questions. Before our discussions attempt to answer the questions yourself. 
2.     The date of the final is 5/6. The final follows the same format as the midterm. All instructions from (1) apply.
3.     Homework

· Each week you need to turn in a response to the outline study questions found in the book for one of our readings. This must be emailed to me as a Word file, no later than 11:59 p.m. on the Monday of the week the reading is listed. For example, a summary of either Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion, or Natural Theology, or The Blind Watchmaker must be emailed to me by 11:59 p.m. on Monday 1/28. The one exception to this rule is your first set of readings, from the week of 1/7. A summary of one of these readings is due no later than 11:59 p.m. on Friday, 1/11. If you do not have a copy of Word, you can have one installed at the HUB: http://thehub.clayton.edu/?nav=hub_news. Assignments in other formats will not be accepted. Late summaries will not be accepted unless you provide written documentation explaining why you could not turn your work in on time. A summary submitted any time after 11:59 p.m. on the day it is due is considered late. The documentation must indicate an emergency that prevented the submission. If you wait until the last minute to submit your assignment and experience computer difficulties that prevent its submission, the assignment will not be accepted unless you bring your computer to the HUB and have a technician verify the problem’s occurrence. For this reason it is recommended you submit your assignments well before the time they are due. The minimum length of the summary is one complete, typed, double spaced page, with 12 pt. font, and standard margins. Assignments shorter than this will be marked down. Provide your name, the date the assignment is due, and the name of the work you are summarizing in the document’s header space, not in the body of the paper itself. You can access header space in Word by clicking ‘view’ then ‘header and footer’.
· Summaries will be evaluated on the following scale (if we do more or fewer assignments, the scores will be adjusted accordingly): 

A+ 
(2.2 pts. = 100%)
=
Negligible grammatical and syntactic errors; meets length requirement; answers all questions.
B 
(1.83 pts. = 83%)
= 
Grammatical and syntactic errors; or failure to meet length requirements; or one response missing; or 
unsatisfactory responses.
C- 
(1.54 pts. = 70%)
=
Multiple grammatical and syntactic errors; or failure to meet length requirements; or more than one 

omitted response; or unsatisfactory responses.
F 
(0 pts. = 0%)

=
Failure to meet length requirements; or multiple omitted or unsatisfactory responses; or does not 
demonstrate sufficient familiarity with the reading; or not submitted; or submitted late without 
appropriate documentation.
4. The annotated bibliography is to be organized around a topic you will chose from our readings, using 3 secondary sources. Instructions for preparing an annotated bibliography are here: http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill28.htm. To find sources, I recommend you use the Philosopher’s Index: http://web5s.silverplatter.com/webspirs/start.ws.

5. The draft follows the same format as the annotated bibliography. All instructions from (4) apply. 

Meetings
Orientation: Mon., Jan. 7, 9:00-10:15pm, LEC12
Midterm Review: Mon., Feb. 18, 9:00-10:15pm, LEC12
Midterm Exam: Weds., Feb. 20, 9:00-10:15pm, LEC12
Final Review: Weds., April 30, 9:00-10:15pm, LEC12
Final Exam: Tues., May 6, 9:00-10:15pm, TBA

Grading
A
90-100%

B
80-89%

C
70-79%

D
60-69%

F
below 60%

Make-up exams and late assignments: If you have a valid excuse assignments or tests may be made-up or submitted late for full credit. Without a valid excuse, late work will not be accepted and examinations cannot be made-up. 
Plagiarism: It is expected that all borrowed material that appears in any of your work will be appropriately documented to reflect that the material belongs to someone else. Consult The Chicago Manuel of Style or some other generally accepted manual of style (such as the MLA Handbook) for the appropriate form. Plagiarism is a serious offense and will be treated as such. Plagiarism: The failure to cite the use (including paraphrase) of some other person’s words or IDEAS in your work. Using someone else’s work without giving him or her credit is theft. Words and ideas belong to the writers who create them. Should you plagiarize, your case will be passed along to academic affairs, with the recommendation that at minimum the assignment be given an ‘F’ grade.
Conduct: Students are expected to know and follow the Student Code of Conduct, accessible from the following URL: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/studentaffairs/StudentHandbook/SCC-2007-08.pdf. 
Disruption of the learning environment
Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at: http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm.
Academic calendar: Clayton State’s Academic Calendar is at http://adminservices.clayton.edu/calendar/acspring2008.htm. Consult this calendar for information pertaining to Add/Drop dates, withdrawal dates, etc.

Computer requirement: Each CCSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access. For further information on CCSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm. 

Computer use in this course: Computers will be required to access certain course materials, prepare assignments, submit evaluations, participate in certain classroom exercises, submit assignments, and communicate with your instructor. The lack of a computer does *not* constitute a valid excuse to turn in an assignment in some alternate format. For example, if a paper is supposed to be written on Word and emailed, it will not be accepted in any other format, unless, of course, you experience some technical difficulty (which you may be required to verify with Clayton’s computer support center, the HUB: http://thehub.clayton.edu/?nav=hub_news). 

Disability services: Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center, Room 255, (678) 466-5445, disabilityservices@clayton.edu.

Mid-term progress report: The mid-term grade in this course will be issued between 2/12 and 2/26. Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term 2/29.

Web materials: Course resources, including a copy of this syllabus, are available at http://a-s.clayton.edu/ahall/default.htm. 

Recording devices: Please be advised that recording devices may be in use during class sessions.

Important notes: (1) All assignments must be emailed to me on the day they are listed as due on the syllabus. (2) Do not send assignments to the course listserver, send them directly to me. (3) Keep the ‘sent’ copy of any email you send me. Should the need arise, this copy may be the only way for you to show you emailed an assignment on time. It is recommended that immediately after you send me a message you check your sent folder and, if a sent copy of the assignment does not show up, send it again. Repeat this process until you are sure the message has been sent.
Readings & Examinations

Week of 1/7 

Plato: Euthyphro & Apology
(Apology online at: http://socrates.clarke.edu/aplg0100.htm)
Week of 1/14 

Plato: Crito 
Anselm: Proslogion and Exchange with Gaunilo
Week of 1/21

Aquinas: Treatise on God
Week of 1/28 


Paley: Natural Theology

Dawkins: The Blind Watchmaker


Hume: Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
Week of 2/4

Plato: Republic


Descartes: Meditations (pp. 133-145 and pp. 226-235)

Week of 2/11

Locke: An Essay Concerning Human Understanding

Hume: An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
Week of 2/18

Midterm review is on 2/18

Midterm examination is on 2/20
Week of 2/25

Last day for withdrawal with ‘W’ grade is 2/29

Hobbes: Leviathan


Locke: The Second Treatise of Government

Week of 3/3

No Readings: Spring Break (
Week of 3/10

Mill: On Liberty

Marx & Engels: Manifesto of the Communist Party
Week of 3/17

Annotated bibliography draft is due on 3/17
Wollstonecraft: A Vindication of the Rights of Women

King: Letter from Birmingham Jail
Week of 3/24

Rawls: A Theory of Justice
Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics
Week of 3/31

Aquinas: Treatise on Law
Kant: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals
Week of 4/7

Mill: Utilitarianism

Nietzsche: Beyond Good & Evil
Week of 4/14
Sartre: Existentialism Is a Humanism
Rachels: The Challenge of Cultural Relativism
Week of 4/21
Kierkegaard: Is There a Teleological Suspension of the Ethical?
Week of 4/28

Review for final is on 4/30
Final draft of annotated bibliography is due on 4/28

