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PHIL 5000 – Classics of Philosophy
Course Syllabus – Fall 2008




Individuals with disabilities who need to request accommodations should contact 
the Disability Services Coordinator, Student Center 255, 678-466-5445, disabilityservices@mail.clayton.edu. 





Course Description:
Number and Title: PHIL 5000 (CRN 87286): Classics of Philosophy
Credit Hours: 3.0 semester credit hours (3-0-3)
Catalog Description:
An examination of the original documents, the classic primary texts, in the history of philosophy in Western Culture. Primary source readings--including Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, and Kant--will be supplemented by a history-of-philosophy text that will place these works in historical and philosophical context. 

Computer Requirement:
Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please go to http://itpchoice.clayton.edu/policy.htm. 
Computer Skill Prerequisites:
· Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 

· Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 

· Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM 

· Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 

· Able to use a Web browser
· Able to use WebCT 
In-class Use of Student Notebook Computers:
Computers will be required to access course materials, communicate with your instructor, and participate in classroom research activities.

Course Learning Outcomes:
· Students will hone advanced communication skills
· Students will hone advanced critical thinking skills
· Students will expand their awareness of cultural tendencies in light of the increasingly global context of contemporary life
· Students will hone a liberal studies’ perspective on contemporary problems and opportunities
· Students will hone research skills based on traditional and technologically sophisticated access to information


Instructor Information:
Dr. Alexander W. Hall
phone: (678) 466-4846
fax: (678) 466-4899
e-mail: AlexanderHall@Clayton.edu
internet: http://a-s.clayton.edu/ahall/default.htm
Office: Arts and Sciences Building, Room G-210P
Office hours: M. 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. / W. 1:00-3:00 p.m. / F. 1:00-2:00 p.m. Drop-ins welcome!

Classrooms and Meeting Times: Technology Building, Room 215. Monday 6:30-9:15


Texts: 
· Plato. Republic. 3rd Rev. Hackett Publishing Company.
· Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus. http://etext.library.adelaide.edu.au/e/epicurus/menoeceus/

· Epictetus. Handbook of Epictetus. Hackett Publishing Company.
· Boethius. Consolation of Philosophy. Hackett Publishing Company.
· Thomas Aquinas. Summa Theologiae. http://www.nd.edu/~afreddos/Summahome.html 

· Rene Descartes. Meditations on First Philosophy. 3rd Rev. Hackett Publishing Company.
· Frederick Nietzsche. Genealogy of Morals. Rev. Ed. Oxford University Press.
· Jean Paul Sartre. No Exit and Three Other Plays. Vintage.

· Jean Paul Sartre. Existentialism is a Humanism. Yale University Press.

· Alasdair MacIntyre. After Virtue: A Study in Moral Theory. University of Notre Dame Press.

Text Coverage: With the exception of Summa Theologiae, we will cover the entirety of each reading. For Summa Theologiae, we will read Part I, Questions 1-13. 

Evaluation:
	Weekly Essays
	30%

	Presentation
	25%

	Draft of Paper
	10%

	Paper Response
	5%

	Paper
	30%

	TOTAL
	100%




Grading:
	A
	90 - 100%

	B
	80 - 89%

	C
	70 - 79%

	D
	60 - 69%

	F
	below 60%




Requirements Explained                                                                       
(1) Weekly Essays: Discuss the author's stance on some issue, indicating your own position. If two readings are listed for the week, choose one. Your discussion must take account of the author's reasoning and reflect a careful reading of the text. The grade is based on length, grammar, syntax, clarity, your grasp of the material and the soundness of your reasoning. Format: 2 pages; double spaced; typed; standard Microsoft WordTM formatting; Times New Roman, 12 pt. Font.
(2) Presentation: You run the class! Provide bibliographical information concerning the author and relate the importance of his or her thought to the history of philosophy, summarize the reading, and discuss some issue it raises. Comments must reflect careful study of the secondary literature. This discussion will provide you with the thesis for your term paper. You may choose to: critique the author on some point; relate the author's position to that of another figure or movement in the history of philosophy, culture and the liberal arts; resolve or highlight some discrepancy found in the reading; point to a contemporary application of the author's position; or take up some other significant issue. Before the presentation, your topic must receive instructor's approval. The grade is based on the clarity and accuracy of your presentation, your grasp of the material, the development of your thesis, and your ability to lead the class in discussion for the course of the meeting.

(3) Draft of Paper: The grade will be based on length, grammar, syntax, clarity, how thoroughly you engage the secondary literature, your grasp of the material, and the skill with which you develop your thesis. Format: 18-22 page double spaced; typed; standard Microsoft WordTM formatting; Times New Roman, 12 pt. Font; accompanied by a bibliography prepared in accordance with the Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition. The requirements for the final paper are the same as those for the draft. 
(4) Paper Response: Proofread your partner's draft using the criteria outlined in (3), and provide your partner with a one to two page response outlining areas for improvement. Use the Microsoft WordTM 'Track Changes' function to correct grammar and syntax. Submit the marked up electronic copy and your response sheet to both the instructor and your partner. Your grade will be based on the thoroughness of your response.



Mid-term Progress Report:
The mid-term grade in this course will be issued on October 7. Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W." Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term, which occurs on October 10. The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is Friday, October 10, 2008.

Course Schedule:
	Date
	Reading
	Dates to Remember

	Aug 18
	
	

	Aug 25
	Plato, Republic
	

	Sept 1
	
	Monday, September 1: No Class


	Sept 8
	Plato, Republic
	

	Sept 15
	· Epicurus, Letter to Menoeceus

· Epictetus, Handbook of Epictetus 
	

	Sept 22
	Boethius, Consolation of Philosophy 

	

	Sept 29
	Aquinas, Summa Theologiae
	

	Oct 6
	Aquinas, Summa Theologiae 
	Friday, October 10: Last Day to Withdraw without Academic Accountability from Full Session

	Oct 13
	Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy

	Draft of Paper Due

	Oct 20
	Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals 
	Response Sheet Due

	Oct 27
	Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals
	

	Nov 3
	Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism
	

	Nov 10
	Sartre, No Exit 
	

	Nov 17
	MacIntyre, After Virtue 
	

	Nov 24
	MacIntyre, After Virtue
	

	Dec 1
	
	Discussion of Papers




Course Policies:

General Policy

Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and 
the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Policy Guide.


University Attendance Policy                                                                                   
Students are expected to attend and participate in every class meeting. Instructors 
establish specific policies relating to absences in their courses and communicate 
these 
policies to 
the students through the course syllabi. Individual instructors, based upon the 
nature of the course, determine what effect excused and unexcused absences have in 
determining grades and upon students’ ability to remain enrolled in their courses. The 
university reserves the right to determine that excessive absences, whether justified or 
not, are sufficient cause for institutional withdrawals or failing grades.

Course Attendance Policy                                                                                               
More than 3 unexcused absences will result in a 10% reduction of your course grade. An 
excused absence is one due to: (1) official Clayton State University functions (such as 
athletic events), (2) required official military duty, or (3) accompanied by documentation 
from a doctor or other competent authority.  


Missed Work

Without excuse, missed work cannot be submitted.  An excuse for missed work must be 
accompanied with documentation from a doctor or other competent authority that explains 
why the student was unable to submit the assignment on time. With a valid excuse:
· Make-up essays will be due at a time chosen by the instructor.

· Make-up presentations will be given at a time chosen by the instructor.

· Make-up papers and paper drafts will be due at a time chosen by the instructor.

Academic Dishonesty
Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs. Judicial procedures are described at: http://adminservices.clayton.edu/judicial/. 

Disruption of the Learning Environment                                                               Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF. A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided at:                           http://a-s.clayton.edu/DisruptiveClassroomBehavior.htm
